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2015 Poverty Guidelines

Section 673(2) of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA) of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)) requires the Secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services to update the poverty guidelines at least annually, adjusting them on the basis of the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U). The poverty guidelines are used as an eligibility criterion by the Com-
munity Services Block Grant program and a number of other Federal programs. The poverty guidelines issued here are a sim-
plified version of the poverty thresholds that the Census Bureau uses to prepare its estimates of the number of individuals
and families in poverty.

As required by law, this update is accomplished by increasing the latest published Census Bureau poverty thresholds by the
relevant percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U).

The poverty guidelines are not derived from the Census Bureau's new Supplemental Poverty Measure (SPM). The figures rep-
resent annual income.

These are the 2015 Poverty Guidelines for the 48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia.
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1 S$5,885 $11,770 $12,947 $15,301 $17,655 $21,774.50 $23,540

2 $7,965 $15,930 $17,523 $20,709 $23,895 $29,470.50 $31,860

3 $10,045 $20,090 $22,099 $26,117 $30,135 $37,166.50 $40,180

4 $12,125 $24,250 $26,675 $31,525 $36,375 $44,862.50 $48,500

5 $14,205 $28,410 $31,251 $36,933 $42,615 $52,558.50 $56,820

6 $16,285 $32,570 $35,827 $42,341 $48,855 $60,254.50 $65,140

7 $18,365 $36,730 $40,043 $47,749 $55,095 $67,950.50 $73,460

8 $20,445 $40,890 $44,979 $53,157 $61,335 $75,646.50 $81,780

HS/EHS - Head Start/Early Head Start

LIHEAP - Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program

WIC - Women, Infants & Children

IDA - Individual Development Account

WAP - Weatherization




